2i6                    LORD  READING

save with the assent of the British Parliament, that is the
British people. I gather that there is a disposition in some
quarters to believe that the hands of the British Parliament
can be forced and that a situation may be created which
may impair the Reforms and thus cause Parliament to act
contrary to their desire and better judgment. It may
appear easy to impair and even to destroy and re-create.
Doubtless destruction is always easier than construction.
Violent revolutions have destroyed the institutions of
nations. Neglect and apathy in other cases have induced
their decay and extinction, but I beg you to remember
that when influences of this nature have been set in motion
restoration and re-creation become infinitely more difficult
and sometimes impossible. These influences make no
appeal to the British people, and the British Parliament
would emphatically repudiate and reject them. Rather
rest the real hopes of the consummation of India's desires
in the promises already made, and in the intentions already
manifested and to be manifested by that great champion
of liberties, the British Parliament."

As if to give point to these warnings and admonitions,
a few weeks after they were uttered and while the Legis-
lative Assembly was engaged in the task of obstruction and
of wrecking Government, Lord Olivier, the Secretary of
State in the Labour Government, made two decisive state-
ments which should have brought home to every one in
India the truth of Lord Reading's warning that to whatever
political Party the Government might belong there were
certain basic foundations from which no Government would
or could depart. On the two main points with regard to
which the extremists were clamouring Lord Olivier pro-
nounced a clear and distinct negative. There could be no
reference he said, in the first place, to a Round Table Con-
ference, and secondly, there should be no appointment of
a statutory commission to consider whether an immediate
extension of the constitution is desirable. These emphatic
pronouncements should have given fresh-point to Lord
Reading's oft-repeated counsels that the most needed quality
in the public life of India at the present time is patience.